
Bivalent vaccine lines 
 

Who will get the bivalent vaccine? 

All those who are eligible for the COVID-19 autumn booster dose, as recommended 

by the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI), will receive the 

bivalent vaccine unless there is a clinical need to use an alternative.  

How can I be sure I’m getting the best vaccine for me? 

All COVID-19 vaccines authorised for use in the deployment programme are highly 

effective and provide a strong booster response. Please talk to a healthcare 

professional if you have any concerns.  

What’s the difference between the bivalent and the original vaccine? 

COVID-19 vaccines which target two different variants of COVID-19 are called 

bivalent vaccines.  Bivalent vaccines broaden immunity and therefore potentially 

improve protection against variants of COVID-19.  All vaccines used in the UK to 

date have been primarily targeted at the original strain of COVID-19 and have 

remained effective at preventing severe disease against subsequent variants. 

If you had the original vaccine, are you still as protected? 

Because of vaccine-induced immunity and immunity generated by natural infection, it 

is expected that a large proportion of the UK population has developed at least some 

immunity against COVID-19. The focus now, is on protecting those in society who 

are more at risk of severe COVID-19. The COVID-19 autumn booster programme 

will help to increase immunity in those at higher risk of severe illness from COVID-19 

during winter. 

If you do not fall into one of the eligible groups you should continue to exercise 

COVID-19 safe behaviours such as regularly washing your hands, wearing a face 

mask in crowded spaces and opening a window to let fresh air in when socialising 

with others.  

How do we know the COVID-19 bivalent vaccines are safe? 



All vaccines used in the UK must be authorised by our independent medicines’ 

regulator, the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA). Each 

COVID-19 vaccine candidate is assessed by teams of scientists and clinicians on a 

case-by-case basis and is only authorised once it has met robust standards of 

effectiveness, safety and quality set by MHRA. The MHRA has reviewed the 

available safety and efficacy data supporting the bivalent vaccines and has provided 

its authorisation.  

Can I get the bivalent vaccine if I’m not eligible for a seasonal booster dose? 

Only those eligible for the autumn COVID-19 booster campaign, as outlined the Joint 

Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) will be offered the bivalent 

vaccine. It is not sold to the public in the UK and is only available as part of the NHS 

COVID-19 vaccination programme. 

 

 

 


